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YOUR COMPANY NAME HERE
EXPOSURE TO ASBESTOS

[bookmark: _Toc392757204]POLICY
It is Your company name here policy to not work in areas that are suspect of containing asbestos. All efforts at remediation will be employed and a survey will be conducted after, that documents levels of asbestos are reduced to a level equal to or below the OSHA minimums.

[bookmark: _Toc392757205]DEFINITION
Asbestos is a silicate mineral, a fibrous, Naturally Occurring material of varying chemical compositions.  Asbestos is used in well over 3,000 products including building materials and goods.

[bookmark: _Toc392757206]REACTIONS
Severe lung disease can be caused by asbestos through the inhalation of excess quantities of the fiber.  It usually takes several years for symptoms of asbestos disease to become apparent.

The current allowable level of asbestos in the air established by OSHA is 5 fibers per cubic centimeter greater than 5 microns in length in an 8-hour time weighted average.

[bookmark: _Toc392757207]SAFETY PRECAUTIONS
When it is determined that a job will, or may, expose employees to asbestos fibers, the Safety Director will determine exposure probability and feasibility of control methods.

· Where employees will be exposed to asbestos fibers, a program of monitoring shall be established to determine whether the employees’ exposure to asbestos is below the limits prescribed by the OSHA standards.  If limits are exceeded, an engineering compliance program will be undertaken immediately.
· Sample procedures should include both personal monitoring and environmental monitoring.  Personal monitoring should include a collection of sampling from within the breathing zone of employees.  Environmental monitoring should include samples collected from areas of the work environment that are representative of the airborne concentrations of asbestos fibers, which may reach the breathing zone of employees.
· After initial determination of asbestos concentrations has been made, additional sampling should be made at intervals not greater than a six-month period.
· All work areas involving asbestos fibers should be enclosed, isolating them from any other activity on the project.
· Exhaust ventilation and dust collection systems should be installed that remove asbestos dust accumulations immediately from the work area.
· All hand operated and power operated tools engaged in work around asbestos contained material should be provided with local exhaust ventilation systems.
· So far as is practical, asbestos should be handled, mixed, applied, removed, cut, scored, or otherwise worked in a wet state sufficient to prevent emission of airborne fibers.
· Employees engaged in handling or working with asbestos material should be equipped with personal protective equipment such as respirators, and special clothing such as coveralls or similar whole-body covering.
· Change rooms should be provided for employees exposed to asbestos fibers to prevent contamination of employee street clothing from his work clothes.

· Work clothes that are asbestos contaminated will be laundered to prevent the release of airborne asbestos fibers in excess of the exposure limits outlined above.
· Asbestos contaminated clothing should be transported in sealed impermeable bags or other closed impermeable containers and labeled accordingly.
· Areas containing asbestos fibers in excess of specified limits will be properly identified with warning signs that would indicate there is asbestos in the area, that it is a dust hazard, advising employees to avoid breathing the dust, to wear protective equipment, not to remain in the area unless work requires it, and that breathing asbestos may be hazardous to health.
· Any employee that is exposed to asbestos fibers in excess of the above specified limits will be notified in writing of the exposure as soon as practical but not later than 5 days of the finding.
· Each employee exposed to airborne concentrations of asbestos fiber in excess of the limits specified above will be provided with medical examinations relative to this exposure.  The initial medical examination will be given within 30 days of initial exposure that will include as a minimum a chest roentgenogram, a history to list symptomatology or respirator disease, the pulmonary function test to include forced vital capacity, forced expiratory volume at one second.  These employees shall also be given annual medical evaluations thereafter while employed in environments, which subject them to exposure to asbestos fibers.  When employment of such an employee is terminated, the company shall provide or make available within 30 days before or after termination, a comprehensive medical examination that shall include those tests specified for the initial examination.
· Records shall be maintained of all medical examinations administered to employees.  These records shall be maintained for at least 20 years.
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